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Always be up on
the latest trends
with ajc.com
/fashion.
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CONTACT US: Morieka V. Johnson, Buyer's Edge editor / mvjohnson@ajc.com / 404-526-7594

Associated Press / 2006 photo
Instead of leasing a new BMW, with
higher finance charges, consider
buying a used car to lower payments.

Avoid

8 mistakes
car buyers
often make

By MARSHALL LOE
MarketWatch

Befuddled about buying a new car?
You're not alone. But don’t let the
prospect of a shiny new vehicle trip
you into spending more than neces-
sary. Consumer Reports outlines the
eight biggest mistakes buyers make
when shopping for anew car:

Being pressured to act. It's
1 OK to move at your own pace

— don't let yourself get bul-

lied into buying before you're

ready. When you do put down

a deposit, use a credit card

instead of writing a check. You'll

have more protection if there is

something fishy with the dealer.

Are you offered free oil changes
or other perks? Get them in
writing. Don't settle on just a
verbal agreement — have it
written into the contract.

2 Taking dealers at their word.

Not shopping around. Don't
just go for the dealer’s rate.

Do some research and look
for good loan rate offers from
banks, online sources or credit
unions.

months. If you settle for a long-
term loan, you're likely going to
pay a higher interest rate. And
if the car is stolen, wrecked or
you just want to trade it in early,
you'll probably owe more than
it's worth.

4 Financing for longer than 48

You'll be offered all sorts of
“important” extras such as VIN
glass etching, fabric protection
or extended service. They can
get expensive, and you probably
won't even need or use them.

5 Buying unnecessary extras.

Wait to mention your old car
trade-in until after you've
completed your negotiations on
the new one.

6 Talking trade-ins too early.

afford to buy. It's true that
you'll have a lower monthly
payment, but you'll probably
pay a much higher finance
charge. At the end of the lease
period, you won't even own the
car. If you are strapped for cash,
consider buying a used car
instead.

7 Leasing because you can’t

You can bargain for a lease
price just as you would if you
were buying the car.

8 Not negotiating a lease price.

SHOP TALK

INSIDE TODAY

Buffy’s
back

She saves the
world again, and
Marvel heroes duke
it out, in new comic

books.
FC2

Bask 1n lap of Luxe
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Sales associate Emily Zinger replaces a necklace in a display case. The shop offers a selection of estate jewelry, including fun cocktail rings.

Boutique ofters
easy-to-browse
designer labels

By NEDRA RHONE
nrhone@ajc.com

It’s been a while since we’ve seen the likes of Luxe
herein Atlanta.

The sample sale that brought us off-season, high-
end designer clothing at discount prices took a brief
hiatus to regroup. Now, to the great pleasure of many
Atlanta shoppers, it has been reincarnated as a retail
store that’s open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m Monday through
Saturday.

Luxe took up residence in the Brickworks, a new
mixed-use development in West Midtown at the in-
tersection of Marietta Street and Howell Mill Road.
There’snomissing the mint green brick building, which
shares block space with Toscano & Sons Italian Market
(amust visit for its yummy panini).

Jenn Ripley, general manager and operating partner
of Luxe, spent the last year hosting shows in New York
and traveling to Italy solidifying relationships before
re-launching the concept store. This time around, she
also got alittle help.

“You can’t do everything really well,” Ripley said.
“Tt’s better to hook up with people who can do [some
things] better”

For that reason, Leslie Fram and Carole Davenport of
4Bags are on board as handbag and accessories buyers,
and Fram’s husband, Lanny West, serves as president
and CEO.

What hasn’t changed is the opportunity to purchase
designer items at rare, discount prices. Shoppers ready

to move beyond national chains such as Loehmann’s
and T] Maxx,which recently introduced a designer sec-
tion called the Runway at Maxx, will revel in the finely
edited items at Luxe.

Though the stock turns quickly — Ripley makes
buying trips every other week — it’s a good bet that a
few things will always be there: premium denim, off-
the-runway dresses and a selection of estate jewelry.
Ripley also carries the basics that are the lifeblood of
Atlantaretail, designers like Tracy Reese and Diane Von
Furstenberg, along with items you wouldn’t expect to
see outside of the hallowed aisles of Neiman Marcus or
Saks Fifth Avenue.

“I don’t like to be biased toward particular design-
ers,” said Ripley, noting that she caters to everyone from
students at Georgia State University and Spelman Col-

>» Please see LUXE, FC4

Well-edited designer
pieces at a discount draw
discerning shoppers to the
boutique.

Luxe Atlanta

1000 Marietta St.,
Monday-Saturday,
1l1am.-7 p.m,,
404-815-7470,
luxeatlanta.com

Pet insurance may help lower vet bills

By AMY SACKS
New York Daily News

When Merlin was diagnosed last
year with a rare form of lymphosar-
comainherlungs, Christine Mazzucca
knew the vet bills for her beloved cat
would be huge.

She was right: The bill topped
$6,000, though she was fortunate that
nearly half was covered by Merlin’s pet
insurance policy.

Today, Merlin is in remission and,

Only 3 percent
of dog owners
and 1 percent
of cat owners
have coverage,

although it’s a gamble, Mazzucca, 39,
said paying the monthly premiums for
her dog, Myles, and three cats gives her
peace of mind.

“You just want to make sure if
something really bad happens you're
not going to be forced to put your
animal to sleep if you don’t have the
money,” said the Web designer from
Riverdaleinthe Bronx, N.Y.

Sixty-three percent of U.S. house-
holds own a pet, and last year they
spent a staggering $38.4 billion on

them, reports the American Pet Prod-
uct Manufacturers Association. Of
that, about $9.4 billion was for veteri-
nary care.

While the sale of pet insurance is
expected toreach $250 millionin 2007,
up 25 percent from 2006, according to
areport by Packaged Facts, a market-
ing research firm, only 3 percent of dog
owners and only 1 percent of cat own-
ers have signed up for coverage.

» Please see INSURANCE, FC4

ANA ABEJON / iStockphoto.com

a marketing
research firm
says. Premiums
can run from
about $25 a
month to as
much as $60 a
month.
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Plump it up: Give
lips a dose of TLC

From makeup and skin care
to medical treatments, women
can avold aging lips by target -
ing three major problems:
dry, chapped skin; distress
lines and wrinkles; and loss of
Tlumpress.

Here, Good Housekeep-
ing’s beauty pros offer a guide
to quick fizes and long-term |
solutions  for  great-look- '
ing lips. Want more tips on |
logking woung? Visit www |
goodhousekeeping. com. I

LA ROCHE-POSAY

| LABORATOIRE PHARMACEUTIOUE

REDERMIC

A Tomy thar=min de Lo Boche Fromy

SOIN DE COMBLEMENT
ANTI-AIDES

the appearance of theze types
of wrinkles,

Fake fullness

The DIY fix: Lipliner and
lipstick. Celebrity makeup
artist Laura Mercier's nstruc-
Hons: With a liner, follow the
natural contour of the bow of
the top lip, drawing vour litie a
hit above the actual upper lip.
Then nse your pencil to make
the middle of the bottom lipa
hit rounder by drawing a line
just outside the fullest part.

Luxe: Chic
designer sho

» Continued from FI1

lege to *women who have Jef-
frevon speed dial?

Before strolling  through
Lixe, I had newver seen any
items from the Daslu Brazilian
collection at an Atlanta store.
{Mavhe it's here somewhere.)
This bontique entices shoppers
to sldm through everything on
the racks simply because they
are not annovingly crammed
full of over-the-top Versace
that 1o one but a label junkie
would want.

A Zac Posen dress In au
courant mustard was recently
selling for $599, and lo, it was
a healthy size 10! Black wool
Chloe pants with beaded trim
werepricedat $375. Andabdis-
goni silktrench was $6949.

All denim, which recently
inclided brands such as Pa-
per, Denim & Cloth and Chip
and Pepper, 1z priced at $94,

boutique makes
bping a pleasure

KEITH HADLEY / Staff

Mo struggling with packed-to-the-gills racks at Luxe: Sales asso-
ciate Emily Zinger arranges pieces so that they're well-displayed
and easy for the customer to navigate,

in sizes ranging from 25 to 31
{though there were far fewer
of thelarger sizes). Accessories
ranged from an Hermés belt
buckle (81800 to a large zelec-
tion of vintage cocktall rings

for $10.

An oversized Gueed logo bag
was going for $599 — very ap-
propriate as an overnight hag
and just perfect for living la
vidaLuxe,

Deal with dryness \ sl Fill in the space between the
The DIY fix: Bringing back DAILY ALLIN new lnes and your lips with
moisture is the kev to keeping bl it the same pencil. Applyipstick
lips looking smooth, even and il overthe entire areaforamonth
full. Good Housekeeping says: Peoux normiles 3 i with muchmore impact.
Trv a rich balm like Aveenoc il i combinotioes Or try outlining the outer
Active  Naturals  Eszential | edges of wour mouth with
Moisture Lip <Conditioner mm_Ie' 130 FLOZ a concealer that's the same
(33: wwwaveeno.comj, a  E— shade as your foundation, says

treatment like Neutrogena
Advanced Solutions Lip Re-
juvenating Treatment (317
W TIeUtTogena. corm) or
a healing gloss with color
like Clinigue  Superbalm
Tinted Lip Treatment ($11.50;
WL clindgque. com).

The doctor fix: Consult a
dermatologist if drynessz 1=
extreme and accompanied by
flaking or blistering. “Severe
dry patchez can be a sign of
a Pprecancerous conditon
cauzed by UV exposure,” says
Mew Orleans dermatologist
Patricia K. Farris, “That's why
sunacreen on your lips iz a
wear -roundmust

Erase fine lines

The DIY fmx: Apply sum-
screen regularly and use a
collagen booster or awrinkle-
fighting treatment around
wour nouth daily, Farris savs.
Try: Olay Begenerist Anti-
Aging Lip Treatment ($1%;
wwww.olay.com) or La Roche-
Posay Redermic Dally Fill-in

|

YLWA ERVALL / Studio D

A cream such as La Roche-
Fosay’s can help with fine
lines around the lips.

Anti-"Wrinkle Firming Care
{342 wwrwr laroche -posay.ns),
a topical cream that contains
hvalurordc acid {to plump up
fine lintes) and madecaszoside
{an ingredient that sinks in to
repalr cell damage).

The doctor fix: Inject-
able fillers like Restylane can
help leszen the appearance of
wrinkles, though new lines
are always being created, =o
thiz problem can never be
permanently  solved, Farris
says, Laser reswrfacing and
dermabrasion alzo can reduce

Anstralia-based makeupartist
Mapoleon Perdis. Then apply
wour favorite lipstick and add
a dab of shimmery gloss one
shade lighter in the center of
wour top and bottom lips. Try:
L'Oreal Colour Riche Lip Gloss
{39 www. loreal.com).

The doctor fix: A cosmetic
dermatologist or plastic sur-
geon can inject a hyvaluronic-
acid filler, like Restylane, deep
into the lip tizsne to add body
and then nze a collagen filler,
like CosmoDerm, to define
the borders of the month and
fill in thin vertical ines on the
surface.

The downside: Injections
are costly (between 3400 and
B800 for one treatment) and
can be painful. But the results
nsuallylast six months and are
more permanent than over-
the-counter options.

Where to write: Savey
Consurmer, care of King Features
Iyndicate, 888 Seventh Ave, Mew
York, MY 10017
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NEW PRICE CUTS!

9
| OFF

UPTORR e

PATIO FURNITURE

" 900355

HOME ACCEIT_\ETS

¢ Indoor Barstools « Cast Alumimum Farnimare Sets

* Selected Christnas Tree Floor Models

seasonal

concepts

ALL SALES ARE FINAL
www.seasonalconcepts.com

MARIETTA
7?0 565 9515

FAYETTEVILLE
?70 461 7404

+ ¥I1SA « MASTERGARD + DISCOVER # CASH

ROSWELL
770.587.5373
4 o b Bri oad

ANY SIZE White Double Hung

/'\

Vinyl Replacement Windows

INSTALLED

Not only do we stand behind our
windows...we stand on them.

NO MONEY DOWN!

12 MONTHS SAME AS CASHI™

WAL

Guaranteed Low Price or
Double the Difference Back!

678-583-5229 770-263-1839

42T McDonough Pkwy. 5150 Peachtree ind. Bivd.
Morcross, GA 30071

McDonough, GA 30253

€ B Window World Inc.

Nobody Beats Windo;v Worf d

i Vinyl Replacement Windows!
Over 850,000 windows sold Nationwide In 20061

IC’s Our 37th
Anniversary Sale!

SALE ENDS MARCH 13th

en-Fdmonds

OUR PRICE
$199.95

ROCKPORT®

The Differences Inside®

OUR PRICE
Erown Nubuck, Elack $ 59.95

LECTIO

} OUR PRICE
$99.95

"Binchieries"

RETAIL $145.00

Black& Chili
"Byron’ Also $25% Off " Global Voyager"
RETAIL $305.00 AR [t iln D wonity RETAL $100.00
SPERRYWM]
TOP-S1DER K=

OUR PRICE
$49.95

"Authentic Criginals"

RETAIL $ 70.00

MERRELLQ®

OUR PRICE
$49.95

Mid Brown
RUE=

RETAIL $100.00

Clarks

OUR PRICE
$44.95

Blark % Browmn
"Pedre”

RETAIL $90.00

@FLORSHEIM

25%OFF

ALL N 5TC CK MERCHAMNDISE
*RSRP

Tamberiand &

25%OFF

ALLIN STOCK MERCHANDISE
"MSRP

Exira 10% OFF

MoviestMore s v

ALL BRAMDS

Ladies Shoes amks ~JB  ecco

Bobordi > SPERRYE

No Special Orders. Not all styles, sizes and colors available in all stores.
Expert Shoe Repair Since 1909

wenen BENNIC'S ShOQS —ovicsiner

Town Center Buckhead Norcross
2700 Towrn Center Dr Surte C » Kennesaw, 20144 2625 Piedmont Rd. » Atlanta 30324 5192 Brook-Hollow Plry « Borcross 20071
’ SUBSCRIBE TODAY: 404-522-4141 OR ajcdelivers.com 170-427-294% 4104-262-1966 770-447-1577
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